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Narrative Aooount 

The U.S. 8. Benevolenoe, Ah-13, was converted to a Hospital 
ship from a C-4-S-B2 hull, at the Todd Shipbuilding Corporation, 
Erie Basin, Brooklyn, Hew York. She is one of six such hospital 
ships which were designated by the Bureau of Ships for conver- 
sion as hospital ships and Ij of the Haven Class, 

The U.S.S. Benevolence was placed in commission as a 
hospital ship of the U.S. Navy at 1030 on 12 May 1945, under 
the command of Captain Clyde C. Laws, U.S. Navy. The Senior 
Medical Officer was Captain Frederick L. MoDaniel, U.S. Navy. 
A complete list of officers, nurses and hospital corpsman, 
who were attached on the oojpralssionlng date is appended. A 
oopy of the plan of the day for the commissioning date is 
appended. 

After loading stores at 35th Street Pier in Brooklyn, 
New York, the Benevolenoe, on 20 May 1945, prooeeded to Hampton 
Roads, Virginia for ship trials and indoctrination of personnel, 
arriving on 22 May 1945. 

Following an overhaul period of two weeks in the Norfolk 
Navy Yard the Benevolenoe departed the Chesapeake Bay area on 
16 June 1945 ana arrived at the Panama Canal on 21 June 1945, 
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Transit of the Canal was made on 22 June 1945 and on 24 June 1945 
the Benevolenoe proceeded on her way to Pearl Harbor, Territory 
of Hawaii, arrlTlng at that point on 6 July 1945. After a etay 
of eleven days the Benevolenoe departed Pearl Harbor on 17 
July 1945 and arrived at Sniwetok in the Marshall Islands 
on 24 July 1945. 

The Benevolenoe remained in Sniwetok for nineteen days, 
servioelng the ships in that area, and admitting one hundred 
forty four patients for treatment. On 12 August 1945 the 
Benevolence Joined the Third Fleet under the command of Afairal 
William F. Halsey Jr., U.S. Navy, in the U.S.S. Missouri. 

On 28 August 1945 the Benevolenoe entered Sagaml Wan, 
Honshu, Japan with the Third fleet. 

At about 1800 on 29 August 1945, the ship wma ordered to 
standby to reoeive released prisoners of war from the Japanese 
prison camps in tho Tokyo area, for processing and physical 
examinations. At about 1900, the first group of released 
prisoners of war arrived at the Benevolenoe anehorage off 
Tokyo. During the period from 1900, August 29, 1945 until 2400 
August 31, 1945 a grand total of 1521 recovered allied military 
personnel were received aboard the Benevolenoe. Of this number, 
343 were admitted to the siok list for treatment. 



Thest recovered allied military personnel received on 
board the Benevolence during this period, were processed , 
personal data obtained, examined physically, given a hot bath, 
issued new clothing, fed and disposed of either by admission 
to the sick li»t or transferred to other ships. The majority 
were handled fro. 1900 on August 29, 1945 until 2400 on August 
30, 1945, a total elapsed time of 31 hours. 
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Completed evacuation of Shlnagawh at 0330, and went back 
to Onari, completing there and arriving aboard the BEMSVOHNCE 

at 0515. 

There was one patient, Llajor William H. Tfalker, B-29 pilot, 
who had cane up from Ofuna on 27 August, who was In a critical 
condition, with severe dyspnea, dementia and irregular pulse, 
evacuated from Shlnagawa. This patient had been grossly mis- 
treated at Shlnagawa and .prior to this arrival, according to 
the history. 

On 30 August evaouated all P.0«W.'s, 131, from Dal Nl Bunsho 
(Kawasake Camp No. 1) at about 1030. This camp was formerly: known 
as Witsui Camp No. 2. After a bombing of 3ome months ago, it was 
split Into two camps. All of these P.O.W.'s were in much better 
condition then those seen last night. Report three cases of 
mild raourring lialaria, two cases amoebic dysentery, several 
cases of boils and three cases of arthritis. Two men were running 
fever from an unknown cause. All cases were ambulatory. 

Evaouated Kawasaki Camp No. 2. 270 men, In afternoon, all 
in fair general oondition. No stretcher cases. 

While most of these cases appear to be in fair general c on- 
dltion, It Is my belief that they all er e suffering from mal- 
nutrition and should be carefully screened before evacuation. 



G. B. C REACH, 

Medical Officer, CTG 30.6 
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